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Let Every Creature Praise His Holy Name

I.  He provides for his whole creation

II.   He cares for and loves his people

8 The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. 9 The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.  13The LORD is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has made. 14 The LORD upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down. 15 The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time. 16 You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.  17 The LORD is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made. 18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 19 He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them. 20 The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy.  21 My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever. 

There is an old Jewish legend which says that, after God had created the world, He called the angels to Him and asked them what they thought of it; and one of them said, “One thing is lacking: the sound of praise to the Creator.” So God created music, and it was heard in the whisper of the wind, and in the song of the birds; and to man also was given the gift of song.  This Jewish legend contains an important truth from God’s Word which comes from the Psalms, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or language where the voice is not heard.” (Psalm 19:1-3)   God’s creation does acknowledge its Creator through song.

While this legend is not recorded in Scripture, it is true that all down the ages this gift of song has proved to be a blessing to multitudes of souls.  I know that if I pick certain hymns for the worship service, many of you will begin to cry.  Not because the tune is so awful, but because of the Biblical truths expressed in the text of that hymn.  And I think that this congregation in particular understands the importance of our Lutheran hymnody and at the same time embraces contemporary hymnody.  Singing is a way for us to sing praises to our Creator, to thank our Preserver for keeping us safe and to proclaim the great things our God has done: salvation, eternal life, and forgiveness of sins.  Today we look at the fourth petition of the Lord’s Prayer, “Give us today our daily bread.”  As we study Psalm 145 it will be hard for us not to sing, “Let every creature praise his holy name!  He provides for his whole creation.  He cares for and loves his people.

I.  He provides for his whole creation (vs8,14,17)

I really like the story of Jonah.  Not because its fun to imagine what Jonah must have been going through in the belly of that giant fish, not because it would have been cool to see the big fish vomit Jonah onto the dry land, but because I can relate to Jonah.  God told the prophet to go and preach repentance to the city of Nineveh.  If they do not repent, I will annihilate their city.  If they turn from their sin, I will spare them. First, Jonah took a bit of a detour.  Then, when he finally arrived in Nineveh, he preached repentance. When he finished, he sat down on a hill outside the city and waited for the LORD God to destroy it.  However, the people repented.  God listened to their cry for repentance and spared them.  Jonah became very upset and angry.  He didn’t think the people would listen to his message, must less act on it.  There are times when I am like Jonah.  God’s Word did not work the way I wanted it to, or it worked too slowly for me.  I become upset, frustrated and impatient.  And it’s just plain silly to feel that way.  God has promised in his Word that his Word works, but in his time and in his way.

It is just plain silly to get so worked up over small matters.  As parents we fly off the handle when on of our children accidentally spills mile or turns off the t.v. in the middle of our program.  A child throws a temper tantrum when he or she does not get the toy they wanted.  What good does it do?  What if God were like us?  What if he threw a temper tantrum every time we sinned?  Except sin is no small issue…  Today we are talking about our daily bread, the physical necessities our Heavenly Father provides for us.  We have a tendency to gripe and worry about our daily bread; not enough daily bread, I need more, I don’t like the daily bread I have, wish I had the bread my neighbor had or I wish I had new and better daily bread.  Our Creator has every right to display his anger every time we are ungrateful for our daily bread.  He ought to vent his anger for our selfishness, greed and discontentment.

But thank God that he is not like us.  He does not throw temper tantrums like a spoiled child.  He does not explode with anger every time we “spill the milk” (sin).  Even when we do not deserve to be loved or forgiven, he looks with compassion on all sinners.  As the psalmist says in vs8, “The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.”  And then in vs9 he writes, “The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.”   The word compassion that the psalm writer uses is the same Hebrew word that the Holy Spirit uses in Jonah to describe the LORD’s action against Nineveh.  He showed compassion toward the people of the city.  They did not deserve it.  God was about to destroy their city for their rebellion against him.  Yet he listened to their cry of repentance and showed mercy on them.

In the same way, the LORD has compassion on the whole creation.  Even though the world does not deserve it, the Creator provides for his creatures.  He is rich in love toward all people.  This is how he showed his love.  The apostle Paul said in our Second Lesson this morning, “He did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all.”  (Romans 8:32)  How many of you would sacrifice your child son for a world full of ungrateful sinners?  Even if you had ten sons you would not give one of them up.  But he did not spare his only Son, but gave him up for us all, all of us, who are ungrateful and greedy, for all of us, who have an inclination not to be content and to worry about their daily bread, for all of us, the Father sent his Son to die for the world.  2Corinthians 5:19 says, “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.”  Yes, Christ reconciled us to the Father, by allowing his anger over our sins to be directed to himself as he hung on the old rugged cross.  This is the kind of compassion and love the LORD has for his creatures.

II.   He cares for and loves his people.

What a gift for the whole world!  And he gives it to you personally in a very special way!  The apostle Paul in Romans 3:22 explains, “This righteousness from God comes through faith in Christ Jesus to all who believe.”  The gift comes through faith!  And the gift of faith comes from the Holy Spirit.  Paul explains, “He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.  He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs, having the hope of eternal life.”  (Titus 3:5-7)  Baptism produces faith and faith in turn receives the LORD’s gifts to you, his compassion, love which he is rich in, and patience.  Since God did not spare his only Son, will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Including our daily bread?  Absolutely!

The psalmist writes in vs15,16, “The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time. You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.”  Not only does the Creator provide salvation for the spiritual needs of all people, but also the daily bread for their physical needs.  The picture that the psalmist paints is unique.  The eyes of all look to you…you can almost see him as he observes a nest of fledglings in a tree, chirping and looking expectantly at their mother with open beaks, waiting for food.  The whole world is a nest, looking up at its Creator for every need; rain, sunshine, good crops, good weather, and he gives it graciously!  Even on the fields of the unbeliever, Jesus says, rain falls. (Matthew 5:45)  The Creator provides for your every need, whether spiritual or physical.

Jesus said that the birds do not worry about what they will eat tomorrow.  They do not store away in barns. In the Gospel from Matthew this morning we read that it is the Father who provides this food for the birds.  The Father even uses chumps like me to keep my birdfeeders full.  Or what about the flowers?  The lilies of the field do not work, they don’t have jobs, and yet the Father clothes them in beauty.  If the Father clothes the flowers of the field, if he provides food for birds, won’t he feed and clothe you?  This afternoon when you return home, walk through your house, look in all of your closets, walk through the basement, open the pantry, both of your refrigerators, your deep freeze, your shed, your garage and walk along your property line.  Yes, God provides what you need, the basics, food, clothing and shelter….and much, much more than what is necessary.

What is our response to the Creator’s providence and preservation? Psalm 148 tells us, “Praise him, all his angels, praise him, sun and moon, praise him all you shining stars. Praise him, you wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds, kings of the earth and all nations, you princes and all rulers on earth, young men and maidens, old men and children, praise the LORD.”  It is no coincidence that after the confession and absolution in our worship service we sing a hymn of praise.  After the sermon we gather an offering to say thanks to God for his Word.  After the Lord’s Supper we sing a song of thanksgiving.  We hear and take to heart all the wonderful blessings the Father has showered upon us and we can’t help but say, “Let all creation praise his holy name!”

On March 23, 1743, when Handel’s “The Messiah” was first performed in London, the king was present in the audience. It is reported that all were so deeply moved by the “Hallelujah Chorus” that with the impressive words, “For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth,” the whole audience, including the king sprang to its feet, and remained standing through the entire chorus. From that time to this it has always been the custom to stand during the “Hallelujah Chorus” whenever it is performed.  When we hear the great things our Creator has done for us (provided salvation for all, gave eternal life to you personally, and supplies you with your every physical need) we too will stand and sing, “Let every creature praise his Holy Name!”  Amen.  
